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A stone ledge in the Hall of the Prisoners carries Marie Durand's watchword: Resist. Our 
title is a copy of the word as it appears under the glass cover in the picture of the Hall. 
by DANIEL W ALTHER 
OUTHERN FRANCE, which 
the medieval troubadours af- 
fectionately called douce France, 
was for centuries the stage of 
some of the bloodiest events in the his-
tory of the Christian church. One area 
in the southwest witnessed a momentous 
event in which an entire population, 
the Albigenses, was wiped out by the 
Inquisition. 
This area is the Languedoc, a region 
not often visited today by tourists look-
ing for glamour. Yet the Languedoc is a 
typically provincial region with an 
amazingly beautiful landscape. Its name 
comes from the words language of oc 
or, in French, langue d'oc. In that re-
gion the Latin word for "yes" was hoc 
or oc. 
Traveling by car southwest of Avi-
gnon to the Mediterranean Coast you 
go through a swampy region. The 
Camargue is a colorful patchwork of 
water and earth. The waters are mostly 
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dead. That is why the city in the south-
ern sector of that swampy region is 
called Dead Waters, or Aigues-Mortes. 
This is the city where Marie Durand 
was jailed. This young heroine would 
spend her teens and twenties, yes, and 
her thirties and forties, in prison be-
cause she would keep faith with Jesus. 
This city was built in the Middle Ages 
and nothing has changed the appear- 
ance of its walls, which encompass the 
foursquare little town. It was built by 
King Louis IX, the one whose - name 
was given to St. Louis, the American 
city in the Middle West. 
The stronghold at Aigues-Mortes 
was built for protection against the 
Mediterranean pirates. Even today it is 
not easily accessible except by car. 
A part of the Languedoc, it had a 
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Conditions in the Tower jail prompted sympathy and would-be aid from other countries. 
curious history. While the rest of the 
province accepted the Protestant faith in 
the Reformation period, this city re-
mained an isolated Catholic stronghold. 
But by 1575 it yielded and became a 
Huguenot town also. It was one of the 
"cities of refuge," as guaranteed by 
the Edict of Nantes, that treaty of 1598, 
termed "perpetual and irrevocable," 
which gave to France the greatest reli-
gious freedom enjoyed by any country 
to that time. 
Eighty-seven years later King Louis 
XIV revoked the treaty and destroyed 
any vestige of religious freedom. The 
so-called spurred missionaries, the mili-
tary dragons, terrorized and persecuted 
the Protestant populations, aiming to 
stampede them back into the Catholic 
faith. Many Protestants were imprisoned 
in the city of Aigues-Mortes in the awe-
some round tower, then called the 
Queen's Tower, later the Tower of 
Constance. And thus some Huguenots 
who were not able to flee the country 
were sent to that terrible jail, which be-
came one of the most dreaded prisons 
for religious offenders. 
The walls of the prison, entirely sur-
rounded by a deep, murky pond, are 
eighteen feet thick. There are only two 
rooms, one above the other. The lower 
one was assigned to women and the 
upper one to men. Eventually, the en-
tire jail was reserved for women pris-
oners. In that jail you can still see the 
word Recister,* carved in one of the 
stones by Marie Durand. 
After 1720 there were several dozen 
Huguenot prisoners in the tower, and 
what they suffered will never be fully 
known. In the jail an overpowering 
humidity caused everything to rot. Cold 
winter winds blew through the narrow 
openings. Vermin in the summer, es-
pecially fever-breeding mosquitoes, 
swarmed in from the nearby swamps. 
"Furniture ?" There were a bench, a 
few straw sacks, and a couple of boards 
to keep out partially the wind and the 
rain. From time to time new prisoners 
arrived to that place which was known 
all over Europe as an inhumane jail; 
sympathizers from various countries 
tried to alleviate the plight of the mis-
erable inmates. 
Marie Durand was sentenced to prison 
at the tower in 1730. She was born in 
1715 in the tiny village of Bouchet de 
Pranles of pious Huguenot parents. Her 
brother, Pierre, was one of those in-
trepid "desert" pastors who carried on 
his perilous task in the southern prov- 
• Recister, whether a misspelling of the French ri-sistez 
or a provincialism, is the actual word Marie scratched on a 
prison stone. 
inces of Languedoc and Dauphine. 
Like his colleagues, he preached the 
Word in hidden places, usually called 
desert assemblies, where the illegal 
meetings could be held. Because dan-
ger ever lurked, the seats and the pulpit 
could be dismantled in short order; also 
the sacred utensils used in communion 
and other services could be taken apart. 
Pierre Durand at the risk of his life 
baptized the young, buried the old, and 
went as Christ's ambassador, hounded 
by the church and the state police. Be-
cause he eluded his enemies, his father 
was taken prisoner instead, and jailed 
for fifteen years. 
When Marie was imprisoned, the 
military commander gave as his reason 
that he wanted by this imprisonment to 
teach Marie, as well as other "heretics," 
a memorable lesson that the Huguenots 
had to conform to the existing social 
and religious laws. Pierre was eventually 
caught and sentenced to death. 
As soon as Marie arrived at the 
Tower of Constance she took on the 
responsibility of leadership. She person-
ified mostly the spirit of resistance. 
A strong mind was indeed needed in 
that jail. The conditions of the impris-
onment were so horrid that some pris-
oners, often urged to return to the 
Catholic faith, yielded to the tempta-
tion. We have the names of some of 
those persons, some of whom had been 
well-known leaders before their impris-
onment. One Huguenot woman who 
claimed to possess the spirit of proph-
ecy became a victim of her own weak-
ness. At first she gave lip service to  
Catholicism and then abandoned the 
evangelical faith that used to be hers. 
Others who could not stand the in-
humane conditions of their imprison-
ment also gave in. 
But there was never a shadow of a 
doubt regarding Marie. In the midst of 
defections, surrounded by victims of an 
epidemic disease, worn ragged by all 
kinds of never-ceasing service, she was 
determined to resist. She preferred the 
abject abode of a cruel jail if only she 
could read God's Word. And read she 
did. 
Often she reminded herself of the 
passage where Paul the apostle tells 
Christian young people that they 
should either flee or resist. You cannot 
argue with vice or sin. And thus the 
apostle counseled young Timothy that 
the best strategy then is to "flee also 
youthful lusts." On the other hand, 
James advises, when it comes to the 
integrity and sacredness of your con-
science, let not the devil get the best of 
you! "Resist the devil, and he will 
flee." 
Recister! It was that word that be-
came the marching order of Marie. She 
was convinced that this was precisely 
God's command to her personally. 
Another passage that she seemed to 
read often, because she referred to it in 
several letters to her niece, was the text 
in the Gospel of Matthew where vio-
lence is mentioned: "The kingdom of 
heaven suffereth violence, and the vio-
lent take it by force." Marie must have 
meditated a great deal on this passage. 
To page 20 
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and dispatch. There is no excuse for 
slow bungling at work of any character. 
When one is always at work and the 
work is never done, it is because mind 
and heart are not put into the labor. 
The one who is slow and who works 
at a disadvantage should realize that 
these are faults to be corrected. He 
needs to exercise his mind in planning 
how to use the time so as to secure the 
best results. By tact and method, some 
will accomplish as much work in five 
hours as another does in ten. Some who 
are engaged in domestic labor are al-
ways at work not because they have 
so much to do but because they do not 
plan so as to save time. By their slow, 
dilatory ways they make much work out 
of very little. But all who will, may 
overcome these fussy, lingering habits. 
In their work let them have a definite 
aim. Decide how long a time is required 
for a given task, and then bend every 
effort toward accomplishing the work 
in the given time. The exercise of the 
will power will make the hands move 
deftly. 
Through lack of determination to 
take themselves in hand and reform, 
persons can become stereotyped in a 
wrong course of action; or by cultivat-
ing their powers they may acquire abil-
ity to do the very best of service. Then 
they will find themselves in demand 
anywhere and everywhere. They will 
be appreciated for all that they are 
worth. 
By many children and youth, time is 
wasted that might be spent in carrying 
home burdens, and thus showing a lov-
ing interest in father and mother. The 
youth might take upon their strong 
young shoulders many responsibilities 
which some one must bear. 
The life of Christ from His earliest 
years was a life of earnest activity. He 
lived not to please Himself. He was the 
Son of the infinite God, yet He worked 
at the carpenter's trade with His father 
Joseph. His trade was significant. He 
had come into the world as the charac-
ter builder, and as such all His work 
was perfect. Into all His secular labor 
He brought the same perfection as into 
the characters He was transforming by 
His divine power. He is our pattern. 
Parents should teach their children 
the value and right use of time. Teach 
them that to do something which will 
honor God and bless humanity is worth 
striving for. Even in their early years 
they can be missionaries for God. 
Parents cannot commit a greater sin 
than by allowing their children to have 
nothing to do. The children soon learn 
to love idleness, and they grow up shift- 
less, useless men and women. When 
they are old enough to earn their living, 
and find employment, they work in a 
lazy, droning way, yet expect to be paid 
as much as if they were faithful. There 
is a world-wide difference between this 
class of workers and those who realize 
that they must be faithful stewards. 
Indolent, careless habits indulged in 
secular work will be brought into the 
religious life and will unfit one to do 
any efficient service for God. Many who 
through diligent labor might have been 
a blessing to the world, have been 
ruined through idleness. Lack of em-
ployment and of steadfast purpose 
opens the door to a thousand tempta- 
RESIST 
From page 10 
In her mind the word "violent" applied 
particularly to those Christians who 
should do violence to their evil charac-
ter traits, who would train their own 
nature in such a way as to make their 
life charitable. Above all, the violent 
were those who would, once again, re-
sist, and resist at all costs. Even, she 
wrote, if the Lord should leave her, 
"I would trust in Him." She wrote var-
ious letters to her niece who was not 
jailed, but it was Marie who, from her 
jail, exhorted her to always "trust in the 
Lord. He shall never, never abandon 
us." And her strength was tested for 
thirty-eight years. 
The idea of resistance was not 
unique with her. Early in their history, 
the Huguenots of southern France were 
determined on one hand to be loyal to 
their king, instituted by God; but they 
were equally determined, like the Wal-
denses, to resist with the utmost energy 
when their government went contrary 
to their conscience. They never wav-
ered when it came to a choice between 
obedience to God or man. 
In spite of her strength of character, 
Marie was, after all, human. Strong as 
she was in her will, sometimes she 
could not help wondering, "Oh, how 
long, 0 Lord ?" Only a few years after 
her imprisonment she wrote to her 
niece, "Time seems long to us." What 
she did not know was that she was to 
stay in jail thirty years longer. 
She was imprisoned in 1730 and re-
leased in 1768. She entered the jail at 
the age of fifteen and left it at the age 
of fifty-three. After her release she lived 
only seven and one-half years in liberty, 
but they were years filled with disap- 
tions. Evil companions and vicious hab-
its deprave mind and soul, and the re-
sult is ruin for this life and for the life 
to come. 
Whatever the line of work in which 
we engage, the word of God teaches 
us to be "not slothful in business; fer-
vent in spirit; serving the Lord." "What-
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might," "knowing that of 
the Lord ye shall receive the reward of 
the inheritance; for ye serve the Lord 
Christ." Rom. 12:11; Eccl. 9:10; Col. 
3 :25. 
This is the second installment of a four-part serial. 
Part three will appear next week. 
pointments. The members of her im-
mediate family were all dead and from 
the relatives such as her niece she ex-
perienced disappointment and sorrow. 
When Marie left the prison there 
was a young man there who later be-
came one of the outstanding represent-
atives in the National Assembly during 
the French Revolution. He was but a 
boy when he stood at the exit of the 
Tower of Constance: "I have seen that 
prisoner (Marie) who remained there 
thirty-eight years. . . . She was an ex-
tremely religious person endowed with 
a firm reasonableness and filled with 
light . . ." 
If you visit Paris, don't fail to see the 
Huguenot library and museum. 
In a glass case in that library is a 
handwritten letter by this fifteen-year-
old girl who was sent to jail because of 
her faith. Like everyone else, she was 
incessantly tempted to yield, but the 
frailty of her body was stronger than 
the formidable stronghold of the Tower 
of Constance. Her uncompromising con-
viction overcame temptation. In that 
letter Marie Durand expressed her in-
nermost determination: "God has given 
us the precious truths of the Bible; to 
these I must he true and may not prove 
traitor like Judas." 
Nothing, no one, could move her. 
On the contrary, it was that intransi- 
gent faith which finally moved the 
hearts of men. No one remembers to- 
day the names of her jailers. But the 
Christian world continues to be heart-
ened by the classic example of a young 
girl whose faith is expressed in one 
word—resist. 
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